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to serve a number of females, and if he is at fault an unusual
proportion of the females served by him do not conceive.
Under these circumstances an investigation is made into the
character of the semen. If there is any defect in the ability
of the male to serve properly that would at once be detected.
But it is in regard to the cases where the services are quite
normal and no conception follows that an enquiry would be
instituted. Then it is important to examine the seminal dis-
charge. A sample of semen is readily obtained from the
vagina or uterus of the female after service. Before service,
in the case of the cow, the vagina must be washed out to
remove the mucus present; after service, the external geni-
tals are washed and cleaned. The semen may then be got by
drawing it up into the inseminator, in the mare from the
floor of the vagina or after insertion of the nozzle of the
inseminator into the uterus. In the cow it is scooped out by
the clean hand from the vagina. It is then put into a sterile
vessel or tube and afterwards examined. Normal semen con-
tains enormous numbers of spermatozoa, and when kept at
blood-heat they are very motile and the motility is retained
for many hours. From sterile males the semen contains few
or no spermatozoa and is clear and limpid, or the spermatozoa
may be numerous, but are feebly motile, their heads soon
become detached, or they are imperfectly formed. The
fertility of the spermatozoa may be determined only to some
extent by microscopic examination.
A clinical examination of the testicles, or an examination of
the vesiculse seminales and prostate gland, per rectum, may
reveal some change, a chronic induration, inflammation or
abscess formation. In these cases nothing can be done, nor
can anything be done where no spermatozoa are present in
the semen. It is, however, sometimes noted that at the first
service there are few or no spermatozoa, while in a second or
third service, after a short interval, the spermatozoa are
numerous. The unfruitfulness in the male may be temporary
and due to some recent serious disease from which an animal
may readily recover after a time, while in other instances the
grafting of a living testicle under the skin at some part of the
body has recently been shown to have remarkable results in
restoring fruitfulness.